
Sustainable Landscape Weekly News from LaHouse (from John Young, Dan Gill and Allen Owings)

Herbaceous Perennials – December 18

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/news_you_can_use/Herbaceous+perennials+offer+easy+care+and+beauty+to+landscape.htm
New Begonias (from Norman Winter at MSU)
(note from Allen Owings – we have many new begonias coming on the market. Thought you would like this brief overview)

2009 looks to be the Year of the Begonia. This is not an official proclamation but my expectation of the incredible new begonias that will debut this spring. From hanging baskets to the landscape, begonia lovers 
can rejoice.

For color, nothing will beat Nonstop Fire. This is a tuberous begonia from Benary Seed that loads up with 4-inch double blossoms. Nonstop Fire, or Begonia tuberhybrida, is a blaze of orange and yellow. The 
orange radiates from the outer petals much like embers in a fireplace. The plants develop lateral branches, giving a great mounded look for baskets and planters.

Nonstop begonias don’t like to be overwatered; you’ll have a happier plant if you keep it slightly dry, watering only when needed or when it is dry to the touch. Even though tuberous begonias aren’t the stalwart performers of the Deep South, you’ll treasure these flowers for several weeks.

Proven Winners is introducing two new series of Begonia boliviensis, Mandalay and Bellagio. These tuberous begonias can overwinter in large, well-drained containers in zones 7B and 8. Both the Mandalay and the Bellagio are incredible in hanging baskets, large containers and window boxes.

Some might argue that these are not true tuberous begonias, but they do form tubers when day lengths are short. They exhibit much more heat tolerance than typical tuberous begonias.

The Mandalay produces masses of single flowers on long, arching branches, and it will remind you somewhat of Bonfire. Mandalay will be available in a white-flowered selection called Pearl, a showy orange-red called Mandarin and a hot pink called Flamingo.

The Bellagio series produces large double blossoms that hang downward in exotic fashion. It is available in three colors: Apricot, Blush (a soft white with pink) and Pink. These begonias reach about 12 inches in 
height and spread nearly 30 inches.

For the landscape, you need to think big -- really BIG. Benary Seed also is introducing the BIG begonia series. BIG was the hit of the California Pack Trials last April and has performed well in university trials 
across the country.

The BIG series, or Begonia x benariensis, represents the best breeding of angel wing and fibrous-type begonias. The flowers are 2 1/2 inches wide under cool temperatures and maintain quarter-sized blooms once summer sets in.

The leaves are huge, and the plants will push 2 feet tall and wide. They will be available in three colors: BIG Red with bronze leaf, BIG Red with green leaf and BIG Rose with bronze leaf. Like other landscape 
begonias, they will perform best in fertile, well-drained soil in sun to part sun.

Last but certainly not least is the new Volumia series, Begonia x semperflorens-cultorum, coming from Syngenta Flowers. These were star performers in Mississippi State University trials. They are available in 
five colors, all with green leaves. Volumia Scarlet and Volumia White were the top performers in our trials, with the others not far behind. These are vigorous, well-branched plants reaching 12-15 inches tall in the sun. They have larger flowers than most landscape begonias.
Commercial Ornamental Horticulture Events Upcoming
January 6

La Turfgrass Association Annual Conference

Lawton Room at Tiger Stadium

Baton Rouge, LA

Contact Tom Koske at tkoske@agcenter.lsu.edu
January 15

Louisiana State Horticulture Society Annual Conference

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, LA

Contact Ed Bush at ebush@agcenter.lsu.edu
January 29-31

Gulf States Horticultural Expo and Educational Seminars

Outlaw Convention Center

Mobile, AL

www.gshe.org
February 6-8

Louisiana Native Plant Society Annual Meeting

Camp Hardtner

Pollock, LA

www.lnps.org
Contact Rick Webb at rwebb@i-55.com
February 12-13

Southern Nursery Association Trade Show / Research Conf.

Cobb Galleria

Atlanta, GA

www.sna.org
February 18 (DATE CHANGE)

Louisiana Green Expo

Parker Coliseum

LSU Campus

Baton Rouge, LA

Contact Tom Koske at tkoske@agcenter.lsu.edu
February 19

Landscape Pest Management Workshop

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, LA

Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
March 12-13

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training
Burden Center

Baton Rouge, LA

Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
April 3

Cool Season Garden Open House for Green Industry Professionals

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, LA
Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
April 4
Louisiana Open House at SFA Mast Arboretum
Nacogdoches, TX
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
May 26-28
Louisiana State Horticulture Society Spring Tour

Locations TBA in Mississippi

Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
June 18-19

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training

Ira Nelson Horticulture Center at ULL

Lafayette, LA

Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
July 22-23

Mid South Greenhouse, Retail and Landscape Conference

Eagle Ridge Conference Center

Raymond, MS

Contact Jan Winter at msnlaexec@aol.com
August 13-16

Nursery/Landscape Expo

Convention Center

Dallas, TX

www.txnla.org
September 3

NW LA Nursery Association Meeting

Ewing Irrigation

Shreveport, LA

Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
September 17-18

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training

City Park Botanical Garden – Garden Study Room

New Orleans, LA

Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
November 19

NW LA Nursery Association Meeting

American Rose Center

Shreveport, LA

Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
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Ornamental Horticulture E-Mail Update


December 22 and December 29, 2008 (combined issues)												








