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Major Field Day Announcements:

Thursday June 25 – Landscape Horticulture Field Day, Hammond Research Station, Hammond
Thursday October 15 – Ornamental and Turfgrass Field Day, Burden Center, Baton Rouge
Details forthcoming later. Hold the date.

Ornamental Plant of the Week (January 26th): Encore Azaleas (from Allen Owings)
‘Encore’ azaleas debuted in the late 1990s and have become the most popular of the multi-seasonal flowering azaleas. There are 23 varieties now available. They begin their performance with the spring flowering season. Once this “first act” of blooming concludes, new shoots begin to grow and set buds. The ‘Encore’ Azalea's "second act" opens when these buds begin blooming into full flower mid-summer. This unique bloom season continues through the fall, the curtain dropping with the onset of cold weather. But, the show goes on. As an "encore," these exceptional azaleas flower again with traditional spring azaleas and the process starts over. In some years in south Louisiana, you get blooms on some varieties of ‘Encore’ azaleas for eight months, although 4-6 months is more common. ‘Encore’ azaleas were developed in Louisiana by nursery grower and plant breeder Robert E. “Buddy” Lee of Independence.
Ornamental Plant of the Week (February 2nd): Virginia Willow (from Allen Owings)
One of my personal favorites in the native shrub category is the Virginia willow. This is also called Virginia sweetspire, and known botanically as Itea virginica. Interest in this plant really increased in the late 1990s when ‘Henry’s Garnet’ started catching on with landscape contractors with the naming of this variety as a Louisiana Select plant. Flowers are the major feature of Virginia willow. Flowers are 4-5 inch white racemes  (some varieties have a pinkish tinge) and have moderate fragrance. Flowering occurs over a 4-6 week period in the spring right about the time azaleas complete their flowering. ‘Henry’s Garnet’ is the most widely available variety.
‘Henry’s Garnet’ Virginia Willow
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Sustainable Landscape News (from John Young, Dan Gill, and Allen Owings)
Select Garden Style, Then Make Plans – January 23rd
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/news_you_can_use/Select+garden+style+then+make+plans.htm
Top Concerns for Landscape Contractors – 2009 (from Lawn and Landscape magazine)

1. Fuel prices

2. Inflation / rising interest rates

3. Low-ball competitors

4. Consumer confidence

5. Overworked/stressed owners

6. Increasing fertilizer prices

7. Generating quality leads

8. Health insurance increases

9. New presidential administration

10. Delinquent client payments / weather problems / worker’s compensation cost

Commercial Ornamental Horticulture Events Upcoming
January 29-31

Gulf States Horticultural Expo and Educational Seminars

Outlaw Convention Center

Mobile, AL

www.gshe.org
February 12-13

Southern Nursery Association Trade Show / Research Conf.

Cobb Galleria

Atlanta, GA

www.sna.org
February 19

Landscape Pest Management Workshop

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, LA

Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
February 20-22 

Louisiana Native Plant Society Annual Meeting

Camp Hardtner

Pollock, LA

www.lnps.org
Contact Rick Webb at rwebb@i-55.com
March 11

Louisiana Green Expo

Parker Coliseum

LSU Campus

Baton Rouge, LA

Contact Tom Koske at tkoske@agcenter.lsu.edu
March 12

Azalea Society of America – Louisiana Chapter Meeting

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, LA

Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
March 12-13

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training
Burden Center

Baton Rouge, LA

Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
April 3

Cool Season Garden Open House for Green Industry Professionals

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, LA
Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
April 4
Louisiana Open House at SFA Mast Arboretum
Nacogdoches, TX
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
May 26-28
Louisiana State Horticulture Society Spring Tour

Locations TBA in Mississippi

Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
June 16-17

Landscape Management Short Course

Hill Farm Teaching Facility/LA House/Burden Center
Baton Rouge, LA

Contact Jeff Kuehny at jkuehny@agcenter.lsu.edu
June 18-19

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training

Ira Nelson Horticulture Center at ULL

Lafayette, LA

Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
June 25

Landscape Horticulture Field Day

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, LA 

Contact Regina Bracy at rbracy@agcenter.lsu.edu
July 22-23

Mid South Greenhouse, Retail and Landscape Conference

Eagle Ridge Conference Center

Raymond, MS

Contact Jan Winter at msnlaexec@aol.com
August 13-16

Nursery/Landscape Expo

Convention Center

Dallas, TX

www.txnla.org
September 3

NW LA Nursery Association Meeting

Ewing Irrigation

Shreveport, LA

Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
September 17-18

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training

City Park Botanical Garden – Garden Study Room

New Orleans, LA

Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
October 15

Ornamental and Turfgrass Field Day

Burden Center

Baton Rouge, LA  

Contact Jeff Kuehny at jkuehny@agcenter.lsu.edu
November 19

NW LA Nursery Association Meeting

American Rose Center

Shreveport, LA

Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
New Orleans Horticulture Society Meetings 

Contact Stacy Cobb at 504.834.3094

February 19

March 19

April 16

May 21

June 18

July 16

August 20

September 17

October 22

November 12

December 17

LNLA Board Meetings

Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
January 31 - Mobile
April 15 - Henderson
July 15 - Hammond
October 14 - Baton Rouge
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Ornamental Horticulture E-Mail Update


January 26, 2009 and February 2, 2009											








