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Ornamental Plant of the Week: ‘Shishi Gashira’ and ‘Hot Flash’ Camellias (from Allen Owings)
Some of the best of the fall flowering shrubs for the cool season months in Louisiana are the camellias and sasanquas. Most residential and commercial landscapes are now using the smaller growing Camellia sasanqua varieties as opposed to the larger growing Camellia japonica. The most popular of the “sasanqua”  types  varieties is ‘Shishi Gashira’ (which is actually Camellia hiemalis, not Camellia sasanqua). This variety has a slow to moderate growth rate. It has small, semi-double to rose form double, red flowers and has a long blooming period – blooms start in October or November in Louisiana and extend into the early to mid flowering season for camellias. 
A seedling of ‘Shishi Gashira’ is ‘Reverend Ida’, also known in the nursery trade as ‘Hot Flash’. This variety has darker red flowers than ‘Shishi Gashira’ and a slower growth habit. It is not as widely available as ‘Shishi Gashira’ but demand and production is increasing.
Shishi Gashira





Reverend Ida (Hot Flash)
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“Get It Growing” News Articles for January 2009 (from Dan Gill)
AAS Winners for 2009 – January 2nd
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/2009+AllAmerica+selections+winners+announced.htm
Snail and Slug Control - January 9th
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/You+can+control+snails+and+slugs+in+your+landscape.htm
Asparagus Ferns - January 16th
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/Consider+growing+asparagus+ferns.htm
Attracting Birds to Your Garden - January 23rd
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/Try+attracting+birds+to+your+garden.htm
Camellias in Containers - January 30th
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/Camellias+are+outstanding+in+containers.htm
LSHS Annual Conference

The annual meeting of the Louisiana State Horticulture Society will be held Thursday January 15th at the Hammond Research Station. Registration begins at 8:30 am with the morning program from 9:00 – 11:30 am. A business meeting and lunch are scheduled from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm with a tour to Transcend Nursery in the afternoon. Members and guests are welcome. Registration fee is $10/person. Annual dues for LSHS are $35/person. Lunch will be provided.
Morning Session Presentations:

Allen Owings – A Few Plant Highlights from the Hammond Research Station

Buddy Lee – Southern Living Plants

Regina Bracy – The Margie Jenkins Azalea Garden: Now and the Future

Sandra Benjamin – The Strawberry Industry in the Florida Parishes

Paul Wilson – Louisiana Horticulture Products: Processing Research

To RSVP for the meeting or obtain additional program information contact LSHS president Ed Bush (ebush@agcenter.lsu.edu) at 225.578.1044 or program coordinator Allen Owings (aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu) at 985.543.4125.
GSHE Educational Program
The 2009 educational programs at the Gulf States Horticultural Expo is scheduled for Thursday January 29th at the Arthur Outlaw Convention Center in Mobile. Again this year we will have a morning general session with Mark Chamblee from Chamblee’s Rose Nursery, Allen Owings from the LSU AgCenter and Norman Winter from Mississippi State University. A morning three hour focus session with cover insurance considerations for landscape professionals and another morning three hour focus session with discuss turfgrass cultural practices and management considerations. Afternoon concurrent sessions will be held for landscape contractors, wholesale nursery growers, and retailers. Main speakers include Rick Webb of Louisiana Growers, Buddy Lee from PDSI, Margie Jenkins from Jenkins Farm and Nursery, Ken Tilt from Auburn, Ed Bush from the LSU AgCenter and Mike Marshall of Marshall’s Tree Farm in Florida. An all day educational session on pest management will also be held (re-certification is available for O and T applicators from AL and LA).

More information at www.gshe.org.

Commercial Ornamental Horticulture Events Upcoming
January 6

La Turfgrass Association Annual Conference

Lawton Room at Tiger Stadium

Baton Rouge, LA

Contact Tom Koske at tkoske@agcenter.lsu.edu
January 15

Louisiana State Horticulture Society Annual Conference

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, LA

Contact Ed Bush at ebush@agcenter.lsu.edu
January 29-31

Gulf States Horticultural Expo and Educational Seminars

Outlaw Convention Center

Mobile, AL

www.gshe.org
February 6-8

Louisiana Native Plant Society Annual Meeting

Camp Hardtner

Pollock, LA

www.lnps.org
Contact Rick Webb at rwebb@i-55.com
February 12-13

Southern Nursery Association Trade Show / Research Conf.

Cobb Galleria

Atlanta, GA

www.sna.org
February 18 (DATE CHANGE)

Louisiana Green Expo

Parker Coliseum

LSU Campus

Baton Rouge, LA

Contact Tom Koske at tkoske@agcenter.lsu.edu
February 19

Landscape Pest Management Workshop

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, LA

Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
March 12-13

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training
Burden Center

Baton Rouge, LA

Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
April 3

Cool Season Garden Open House for Green Industry Professionals

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, LA
Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
April 4
Louisiana Open House at SFA Mast Arboretum
Nacogdoches, TX
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
May 26-28
Louisiana State Horticulture Society Spring Tour

Locations TBA in Mississippi

Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
June 16-17

Landscape Management Short Course

Location TBA

Baton Rouge, LA

Contact Jeff Kuehny at jkuehny@agcenter.lsu.edu
June 18-19

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training

Ira Nelson Horticulture Center at ULL

Lafayette, LA

Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
July 22-23

Mid South Greenhouse, Retail and Landscape Conference

Eagle Ridge Conference Center

Raymond, MS

Contact Jan Winter at msnlaexec@aol.com
August 13-16

Nursery/Landscape Expo

Convention Center

Dallas, TX

www.txnla.org
September 3

NW LA Nursery Association Meeting

Ewing Irrigation

Shreveport, LA

Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
September 17-18

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training

City Park Botanical Garden – Garden Study Room

New Orleans, LA

Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
November 19

NW LA Nursery Association Meeting

American Rose Center

Shreveport, LA

Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
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