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Ornamental Plant of the Week (April 6th): ‘Camelot’ Foxglove (from Allen Owings)
‘Camelot’ foxglove (digitalis) has performed well in landscape trials across the southeast. It is a good improvement over the old ‘Foxy’ series. Bloom stalk numbers are high and this cultivar seems to reach peak flower a good 2-3 weeks prior to ‘Foxy’. First F1 hybrid foxglove. Good for sunny areas. Comes in rose, white, lavender and cream flower colors. 42-48 inches tall with a spread of 24-30 inches. We are at the southern extreme of the zones for foxgloves to be perennial. Probably best treated as an annual. Late fall planting for April blooms.
[image: image1.jpg]



Ornamental Plant of the Week (April 13th): ‘Pink Marble’ Photinia (from Allen Owings)
‘Pink Marble’ is a new cultivar of Photinia x fraseri trademarked by the Conard-Pyle Co. Its foliage emerges red and pink, changes to pink and green and matures green with white margins and splashes. It has a rounded, upright, bushy habit, reaches 5-6 feet high in five years and tops out at about 10-15 feet. It's cold hardy in Zones 6b-9 and withstands AHS Plant Heat-Zones 7-9. It grows well in average soils (avoid wet feet) and produces the best color in full sun. It tolerates shearing and can be used as a multi-stem small tree as well as a shrub. Supposedly less susceptible to Entomosporium leaf spot. Very good performance thus far at the Hammond Research Station.
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Get It Growing News Articles for April (from Dan Gill)
Louisiana Iris – April 3rd
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/Add+beautiful+Louisiana+irises+to+your+garden.htm
More Than Cucumbers in the Cucumber Family – April 10th
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/Theres+more+to+the+cucumber+family+than+cucumbers.htm
Make Gardening Easier with Mulches – April 17th
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/Make+gardening+easier+with+mulches.htm
Train the Well Behaved Vine – April 24th
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/Train+the+wellbehaved+vine.htm
Sustainable Landscapes Weekly News (from Allen Owings, Tom Koske, John Young and Dan Gill)

Proper Soil Sampling – March 30th
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/headline_news/Proper+soil+sampling+important+for+useful+test+results.htm
Improve Bedding Plant Performance – April 3rd
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/headline_news/Tips+offered+for+best+beddingplant+performance.htm
Sumagic Labeled for Vegetable Transplants (from GM-PRO e-news)
Good news for Louisiana greenhouse/bedding plant growers who are producing vegetable transplants. The plant growth regulator Sumagic (a.i. uniconazole) from Valent Professional Products is now labeled for use on several vegetable transplants in commercial greenhouses. It is the first and only growth retardant that can legally be used on fruiting vegetable crops. Greenhouse growers in Louisiana have not had a plant growth regulator available for use of vegetable transplants since B-Nine was removed. Sumagic is registered for use as a foliar spray on tomato, pepper, eggplant, tomatillo, and more. The recommended label rate is 2 to 10 ppm at a volume of 2 qt. per 100 sq. ft. of crop. Studies performed at Michigan State University showed that as little as a single 1 ppm spray application had a noticeable effect on inhibiting extension growth of tomato seedlings. Sumagic is registered for use on vegetable transplants in all states except California and New York. The supplemental label must be in the possession of the user at time of application. Growers are encouraged to conduct small-scale trials to determine appropriate rates for their growing conditions, crops grown and desired responses.
Fire Ants Continue to Expand – APHIS Quarantine Area Added in OK and TN (from NM-Pro e-news)
USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service has issued a revised Federal Order that establishes imported fire ant (IFA) quarantine areas in Oklahoma and Tennessee. To prevent the artificial spread of IFA, APHIS is imposing regulatory restrictions on the interstate movement of regulated articles that are not currently in the IFA quarantine area. Quarantine areas are being established in the following counties of Oklahoma: Atoka, Coal, Cotton, Garvin, Jackson, Jefferson, LeFlore, Murray, Pontotoc, Pushmataha, Stephens and Tillman. In Tennessee: portions of Sevier and White counties; additional areas of Cumberland, Humphreys and Williamson counties; and all of Coffee, Marshall, and Maury counties. APHIS is taking these actions upon verification from the Okla. Dept. of Ag., Food and Forestry and the Tenn. Dept. of Ag. that IFA are present and established in those counties.
Commercial Ornamental Horticulture Events Upcoming
Events calendar lists LSU AgCenter and related events for nursery and landscape professionals. Sorry, consumer horticulture events are not listed here.
May 26-28
Louisiana State Horticulture Society Spring Tour

Locations TBA in Mississippi

Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
June 16-17

Landscape Management Short Course

Hill Farm Teaching Facility/LA House/Burden Center
Baton Rouge, LA

Contact Jeff Kuehny at jkuehny@agcenter.lsu.edu
June 18-19

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training

Ira Nelson Horticulture Center at ULL

Lafayette, LA

Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
June 25

Landscape Horticulture Field Day

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, LA 

Contact Regina Bracy at rbracy@agcenter.lsu.edu
July 10

Nursery and Landscape Golf Shootout

LSU Golf Course

Baton Rouge, LA

Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
July 22-23

Mid South Greenhouse, Retail and Landscape Conference

Eagle Ridge Conference Center

Raymond, MS

Contact Jan Winter at msnlaexec@aol.com
August 13-16

Nursery/Landscape Expo

Convention Center

Dallas, TX

www.txnla.org
September 3

NW LA Nursery Association Meeting

Ewing Irrigation

Shreveport, LA

Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
September 17-18

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training

City Park Botanical Garden – Garden Study Room

New Orleans, LA

Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
October 2

SELNA Trade Show

Castine Center

Mandeville, LA

Contact Annie Coco at acoco@agcenter.lsu.edu
October 7
O and T Pesticide Re-certification Meeting

Location TBA

Lafayette, LA

Contact Marty Pousson at marty_p@ldaf.state.la.us 

Contact Mary Grodner at mgrodner@agcenter.lsu.edu
October 15

Ornamental and Turfgrass Field Day

Burden Center

Baton Rouge, LA  

Contact Jeff Kuehny at jkuehny@agcenter.lsu.edu
November 18
O and T Pesticide Re-certification Meeting

Location TBA

New Orleans, LA

Contact Marty Pousson at marty_p@ldaf.state.la.us 

Contact Mary Grodner at mgrodner@agcenter.lsu.edu
November 19

NW LA Nursery Association Meeting

American Rose Center

Shreveport, LA

Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
Baton Rouge Landscape Association Meetings

Contact Darnell Doucet at cniddouc@bellsouth.net
May 30, September 16, December 9

New Orleans Horticulture Society Meetings 

Contact Stacy Cobb at 504.834.3094

April 16, May 21, June 18, July 16

August 20, September 17, October 22, November 12,
December 17

LNLA Board Meetings

Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
April 8 – Henderson
July 15 – Hammond
October 14 - Baton Rouge
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