
Ornamental Plant of the Week (July 20): ‘Forest Pansy’ Redbud (from Allen Owings)
Forest Pansy is a redbud cultivar that receives a good deal of interest in the southeastern United States. This plant has glossy, reddish-purple foliage and dark pink flowers. In the lower portions of the Gulf States, foliage color fades to green in late summer while purple veination remains. Fall foliage color is yellow. This is a fast grower but as with all redbuds can be short-lived. Thin bark leads to mechanical damage. Also, Botryosphaeria stem canker is a possibility. Still, Forest Pansy redbud is a great, small ornamental tree to be considered.

Sustainable Landscape News (from John Young, Dan Gill and Allen Owings)
Gardenia Issues – July 10
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/headline_news/Dwarf+gardenias+have+issues.htm
Summer Rose Care – July 15
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/headline_news/Roses+need+attention+during+summer.htm
Media pH Management for Greenhouse Growers (from Allen Owings)
What Affects Greenhouse Media pH
· Media components contribute significantly to pH. Organic materials are generally more acidic than inorganic materials. Peat moss is commonly used for acidic media.

· Irrigation water quality. Alkalinity (bicarbonates) increase pH. Remember that a water pH of 7.0 can be more alkaline than water with a pH of 8.0.

· Lime. Commonly incorporated into many greenhouse media to increase pH or stabilize pH under conditions that favor a pH reduction.

· Acid injection into irrigation water.

· Crop being grown.

· Fertilizer type used. Fertilizers with nitrate forms of nitrogen increase pH over time. Fertilizers with ammonium and urea forms of nitrogen gradually decrease pH over time.

Increase Media pH during Greenhouse Crop Production
· Eliminate acid injection into irrigation water.

· Use an alkaline-reaction fertilizer type.

· Addition of potassium bicarbonate at the rate of 13.5 oz per 1,000 gallons of irrigation water. This also supplies 40 ppm potassium. Use in cases of low water alkalinity (bicarbonates).

· Drench with flowable lime. Typical rate is 1-2 quarts per 100 gallons water.

Increase Media pH During Production of Subsequent Greenhouse Crops
· Use alkaline-reaction fertilizer type.

· Increase media incorporation of liming materials.

· Replace peat moss in media with coconut coir, pine bark or vermiculite.

· Add potassium bicarbonate via method previously described.

Decrease Media pH During Greenhouse Crop Production
· Use a stronger acid-reaction fertilizer type.

· Inject acid into irrigation water. This neutralizes alkalinity. Ideal irrigation water pH should be 5.8-6.0 when media pH problem is corrected.

· Drench with aluminum sulfate or iron sulfate. Apply 1-3 pounds per 100 gallons of water. Iron sulfate is first choice, but aluminum sulfate acts slightly faster. Rinse off residue after drenching.

Decrease Media pH During Production of Subsequent Greenhouse Crops
· Inject acid into irrigation water to lower water pH to the 5.8-6.0 range. Best and easiest method.

· Use a stronger acid-reaction fertilizer type.

· Decrease rates of incorporated liming materials. Be sure to have adequate calcium and magnesium available, however.
Commercial Ornamental Horticulture Events Upcoming
Events calendar lists LSU AgCenter and related events for nursery and landscape professionals. Sorry, consumer horticulture events are not listed here.
July 22-23

Mid South Greenhouse, Retail and Landscape Conference

Eagle Ridge Conference Center

Raymond, Miss.
Contact Jan Winter at msnlaexec@aol.com
August 13-16

Nursery/Landscape Expo

Convention Center

Dallas, Texas
www.txnla.org
August 21

Green Industry Landscape Program

Location TBA

Lafayette, La.
Contact Rob Trawick at rtrawick@agcenter.lsu.edu
September 3

NW LA Nursery Association Meeting

Ewing Irrigation

Shreveport, La.
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
September 17-18

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training

City Park Botanical Garden – Garden Study Room

New Orleans, La.
Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
September 18

Arborist CEU Workshop

Location TBA

Alexandria, La.
Contact Hallie Dozier at hdozier@agcenter.lsu.edu
October 2

SELNA Trade Show

Castine Center

Mandeville, La.
Contact Annie Coco at acoco@agcenter.lsu.edu
October 7

Louisiana Irrigation Association Annual Meeting

LSU AgCenter, Avoyelles Parish Office

Mansure, La.
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
October 7

O and T Pesticide Re-certification Meeting

Location TBA

Lafayette, La.
Contact Marty Pousson at marty_p@ldaf.state.la.us 

October 7-8
La. Irrigation Association Certification Training

LSU AgCenter, Avoyelles Parish Office

Mansura, La.
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
October 8

MAFES Ornamental Horticulture Field Day

Poplarville, Miss.
Contact Gene Blythe at ekb59@msstate.edu
October 15

Ornamental and Turfgrass Field Day

Burden Center

Baton Rouge, La. 
Contact Jeff Kuehny at jkuehny@agcenter.lsu.edu
October 16-17

Fall Flower and Garden Fest

Truck Crops Experiment Station

Crystal Springs, Miss.
http://msucares.com/fallfest
Contact Rick Snyder at ricks@ra.msstate.edu
October 29

Louisiana Plant Materials Conference

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, La.
Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
November 18

O and T Pesticide Re-certification Meeting

Location TBA

New Orleans, La.
Contact Marty Pousson at marty_p@ldaf.state.la.us 

November 10

SW La Nursery Association Meeting

LSU AgCenter Calcasieu Parish Office

Lake Charles, La.
Contact Frances Thorne at frano@beau.org
November 19

NW LA Nursery Association Meeting

American Rose Center

Shreveport, La.
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
December 4, 2009

Poinsettia Open House

Burden Center

Baton Rouge, La.
Contact Jeff Kuehny at jkuehny@agcenter.lsu.edu
January 13, 2010

Louisiana State Horticulture Society Annual Conference

Calcasieu Parish LSU AgCenter Office

Lake Charles, La.
Contact Robert Turley at rturley@agcenter.lsu.edu
January 22, 2010

Arborist CEU Workshop

Location TBA

Shreveport, La.
Contact Hallie Dozier at hdozier@agcenter.lsu.edu
January 21-23, 2010 (DATE CHANGE!!!)
Gulf States Horticultural Expo

Arthur Outlaw Convention Center

Mobile, Ala.
www.gshe.org
February TBA

O and T Commercial Pesticide Re-Certification Class

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, La.
Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
February 18

La. Irrigation Association Re-certification

LSU AgCenter, Avoyelles Parish Office

Mansura, La.
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
Baton Rouge Landscape Association Meetings

Contact Darnell Doucet at cniddouc@bellsouth.net
September 16, December 9

New Orleans Horticulture Society Meetings 

Contact Stacy Cobb at 504.834.3094

August 20, September 17,
October 22, November 12, December 17

LNLA Board Meetings

Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
October 14 - Baton Rouge
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