
Ornamental Plant of the Week (July 6): ‘Little Gem’ Southern Magnolia (from Allen Owings)
The Little Gem variety of Southern magnolia is the industry standard. It has a compact, upright growth habit. Growth rate is slow, but the mature height for this variety can be 30-35 feet with an 8- to 12-foot spread (much larger than landscape professionals and home gardeners realize). Little Gem flowers at a young age. Little Gem Southern magnolia forms a dense, dark-green oval or pyramidal shape, making it suited for screen or hedge planting. 
Ornamental Plant of the Week (July 13): ‘New Gold’ Lantana (from Allen Owings)

Lantanas are slightly decreasing in popularity in Louisiana compared to where they were a few years ago. We need to continue to promote and use the New Gold variety. This variety led the way in the expansion of lantana use in commercial landscapes during the 1990s. The non-stop bloom, mounding habit and gold flowers dominated commercial and residential landscapes. We have other lantanas now, but New Gold is still one of the best. Make sure you get clean, virus-free stock plants/plugs/rooted cuttings. Prune and fertilize if growth and flowering slow. Watch for lantana lace bug and spider mite infestations.
People’s Choices from Landscape Horticulture Field Day (from Allen Owings)
Green industry professionals attending the landscape horticulture field day at the LSU AgCenter’s Hammond Research Station recently were given the opportunity to “pick their winning plants” from the sun garden evaluation trial gardens at the station. Over 340 varieties were planted this year. The planting mostly consists of annual bedding plants and herbaceous perennials, but new roses and some “companion” woody ornamental shrubs (such as Southern Living plants) are also included. The majority are “new” plants to the industry, but a few are industry standards planted for “comparison” and “side-by-side” evaluation purposes. Here are the results:

Winners:

Bombay Lavender Scaevola (Syngenta Flowers)

Bombay Dark Blue Scaevola (Syngenta Flowers)

Early Bird Gold Rudbeckia (Dupont Nursery)
Profusion Double Fire Zinnia (Sakata Seed) – BRONZE WINNER
Dark Star Coleus (Proven Winners)
Easy Does It Rose (Weeks Roses)

Ornamental Sweet Potato Selection Number 8-23 (LSU AgCenter)

Candlestick Tree – Cassia alata 

Aristata Sunburst Series Gaillardia (Syngenta Flowers)

Jade Princess Pennisetum (PanAmerican Seed) – GOLD WINNER

Purple Flash Ornamental Pepper (PanAmerican Seed) – SILVER WINNER

Purple Diamond Loropetalum (PDSI)

Mesa Yellow Gaillardia (PanAmerican Seed)
Corrie’s Gold Gaura 
Louisiana Red Copper Plant

Chili Chilly Ornamental Pepper (PanAmerican Seed)
Tradewind Purple Bicolor Osteospermum (Syngenta Flowers)
Gold Edge Duranta 
Honorable Mention:

Senorita Rosalita Cleome (Proven Winners)

Bouquet Rose Magic Dianthus (PanAmerican Seed)
Verde Talinum (PanAmerican Seed)

Maple Sugar Hibiscus (Proven Winners)
Lemon Talinum (PanAmerican Seed)

Ballerina Blush Gaura (Ball FloraPlant)
Aurora Black Cherry Coleus (Ball FloraPlant)

Swizzle Cherry Vanilla Zinnia (Goldsmith)
Red Hot Rio Coleus (Proven Winners)
Sunny Knock Out Rose (Conard-Pyle / Star Roses)

Antigua Gold Marigold (Goldsmith)
Also Receiving Votes: 

Bombay White Scaevola (Syngenta Flowers)
Fireworks Gomphrena (PanAmerican Seed)
Cuban Gold Duranta (Athens Select)

Medusa Ornamental Pepper (PanAmerican Seed)
Purple Bouquet Dianthus (PanAmerican Seed)

Nirvana Cascade Pink Vinca (Syngenta Flowers)

Nirvana Sky Blue Vinca (Syngenta Flowers)

Luna Red Hibiscus (PanAmerican Seed)

Ornamental Sweet Potato Selection Number 08-18 (LSU AgCenter)

Sweet Caroline Green/Yellow Ornamental Sweet Potato (Bodger Botanicals)

Bronze Copper Plant

Pink Chaos Coleus (Proven Winners)
Fishnet Stockings Coleus (Proven Winners)
Trusty Rusty Coleus (Ball FloraPlant)

Pink Marble Photinia (Conard-Pyle)

Emerald Snow Loropetalum (PDSI)

Taishan Yellow Marigold (PanAmerican Seed)

Corey Yellow Coreopsis (Syngenta Flowers)
Spring Secret Scaevola (Proven Winners)
Blue Print Scaevola (Ball FloraPlant)
Southern Belle Hibiscus 

White Texas Star Hibiscus 

New (Blue) Wonder Scaevola (Proven Winners)
Profusion Yellow Zinnia (Sakata Seed)

Profusion Double White Zinnia (Sakata Seed)

Get It Growing News Articles for July (from Dan Gill)
Think Beyond Crape Myrtles – July 4

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/Think+beyond+crape+myrtles+in+your+landscape.htm
Vacation Plant Care – July 11

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/Here+are+some+tips+for+vacation+plant+care.htm
Dealing with Dry Weather in Your Landscape – July 18

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/Heres+how+you+can+deal+with+dry+weather+in+your+landscape.htm
It is Not Too Hot for Color – July 25

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/communications/news/get_it_growing/read_more/Its+not+too+hot+for+color+in+the+garden.htm
Commercial Ornamental Horticulture Events Upcoming
Events calendar lists LSU AgCenter and related events for nursery and landscape professionals. Sorry, consumer horticulture events are not listed here.
July 10

Nursery and Landscape Golf Shootout

LSU Golf Course

Baton Rouge, La.
Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
July 14

SELNA Meeting

Mike’s Catfish Inn

Amite, La.
Contact Annie Coco at acoco@agcenter.lsu.edu
July 22-23

Mid South Greenhouse, Retail and Landscape Conference

Eagle Ridge Conference Center

Raymond, Miss.
Contact Jan Winter at msnlaexec@aol.com
August 13-16

Nursery/Landscape Expo

Convention Center

Dallas, Texas
www.txnla.org
August 21

Green Industry Landscape Program

Location TBA

Lafayette, La.
Contact Rob Trawick at rtrawick@agcenter.lsu.edu
September 3

NW LA Nursery Association Meeting

Ewing Irrigation

Shreveport, La.
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
September 17-18

LNLA Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Training

City Park Botanical Garden – Garden Study Room

New Orleans, La.
Contact Dan Gill at dgill@agcenter.lsu.edu
September 18

Arborist CEU Workshop

Location TBA

Alexandria, La.
Contact Hallie Dozier at hdozier@agcenter.lsu.edu
October 2

SELNA Trade Show

Castine Center

Mandeville, La.
Contact Annie Coco at acoco@agcenter.lsu.edu
October 7

Louisiana Irrigation Association Annual Meeting

LSU AgCenter, Avoyelles Parish Office

Mansure, La.
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
October 7

O and T Pesticide Re-certification Meeting

Location TBA

Lafayette, La.
Contact Marty Pousson at marty_p@ldaf.state.la.us 

October 7-8
La. Irrigation Association Certification Training

LSU AgCenter, Avoyelles Parish Office

Mansura, La.
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
October 8

MAFES Ornamental Horticulture Field Day

Poplarville, Miss.
Contact Gene Blythe at ekb59@msstate.edu
October 15

Ornamental and Turfgrass Field Day

Burden Center

Baton Rouge, La. 
Contact Jeff Kuehny at jkuehny@agcenter.lsu.edu
November 18

O and T Pesticide Re-certification Meeting

Location TBA

New Orleans, La.
Contact Marty Pousson at marty_p@ldaf.state.la.us 

November 10

SW La Nursery Association Meeting

LSU AgCenter Calcasieu Parish Office

Lake Charles, La.
Contact Frances Thorne at frano@beau.org
November 19

NW LA Nursery Association Meeting

American Rose Center

Shreveport, La.
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
December 4, 2009

Poinsettia Open House

Burden Center

Baton Rouge, La.
Contact Jeff Kuehny at jkuehny@agcenter.lsu.edu
January 13, 2010

Louisiana State Horticulture Society Annual Conference

Calcasieu Parish LSU AgCenter Office

Lake Charles, La.
Contact Robert Turley at rturley@agcenter.lsu.edu
January 22, 2010

Arborist CEU Workshop

Location TBA

Shreveport, La.
Contact Hallie Dozier at hdozier@agcenter.lsu.edu
January 21-23, 2010 (DATE CHANGE!!!)
Gulf States Horticultural Expo

Arthur Outlaw Convention Center

Mobile, Ala.
www.gshe.org
February TBA

O and T Commercial Pesticide Re-Certification Class

Hammond Research Station

Hammond, La.
Contact Allen Owings at aowings@agcenter.lsu.edu
February 18

La. Irrigation Association Re-certification

LSU AgCenter, Avoyelles Parish Office

Mansura, La.
Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
Baton Rouge Landscape Association Meetings

Contact Darnell Doucet at cniddouc@bellsouth.net
September 16, December 9

New Orleans Horticulture Society Meetings 

Contact Stacy Cobb at 504.834.3094

July 16, August 20, September 17,
October 22, November 12, December 17

LNLA Board Meetings

Contact Severn Doughty at scd357@cmaaccess.com
July 15 – Hammond
October 14 - Baton Rouge
LSU AgCenter							� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.lsuagcenter.com/mcms/images/departments/4hcamp/agcenter-logo.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Ornamental Horticulture E-mail Update


July 6 and July 13, 2009 (combined issue)										








